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LODGE GOODS: 





“When in need of Lodge mater! ur 
regalia of any kind, send your orders | 
to the American Federation of Human 
Rights, Box 22, Larkspur, Colorado. 


Whatever we may not have on hand, S. Gédalge. 
we will order for you promptly. 


FORM OF BEQUEST. 





For the Benefit of the Co-Masonic 


Home, Larkspur, Colo., I give, devise 
and bequeath to the Gouneil of Ad- 
ministration of the American F'eder- 
ation of Human Rights, a corporation 


organized under the laws of the 
District of Columbia, (describe gift | 


er devise or both as the case may be) 


to be used for the support and main- 


tenance of the Home established in 


Larkspur, Colo., . in such manner as 


may be determined by said Sent 


ce of Administration. 





ae WORSHIPFUL MASTER'S 
‘ASSISTANT. _ 


— ‘Specially prepared for the Lodges of 

_ .- the American Federation of Human 

~~ Rights, Interhational Order of Co- 
. ~ Masonry. : 


Have you a copy of this instructive 


~-. fittle book? If not, order one at once. 


“price $1.00. Send order and money 


<r to American Federation of Human 
Pcs box 22, Leola se. Colorado. 





SAMPLE COPIES. 
We have ‘a good supply of back 


- pumbers of the American Co-Mason. 


and we will gladly mail a bundle to 


any. one ene * to use them for prop- 


aganda. 








DO YOU READ FRENCH? 


Do not fail to order copies of “Le 
_ Manuel’ Interprétatif du~ Symbolisme 
du ler Degré” and “Le Manuel Inter- 
prétatif du 2e Degré” par la T. Til. 
Prix, $1.00 chaque. 


Le Livre de l’Apprenti 
par Oswald Wirth 


Manuel d’instruction 


Pusage des Apprentis. Prix $1 00. 


Le Livre du Compagnon 
: par Oswald Wirth 
Manuel d’instruction initiatique « 
me meses: ae Satepagnoys: 


Le ‘leks du Maitre ~ 
par Oswald Wirth. 


Manuel d’instruction 
Pusage des Maitres. 


initiaticue 
Prix $1.00. 





“Histoire de la Franec-Maconnerie 
Franeaise”, par Albert Lantoine, an 
interesting book of over 500 pages 
Price, postpaid, $1.75. = 


BOOKS. 


We have for sale the following 
pamphlets: 


On Orientation, 10c. 

Greater and Lesser Lights, 1c 

Pillars and Columns, 10c. 

‘We ‘will be glad to order for vau 
any book you may wish to purchase 


see B52 92SESESESESESESESASESESRSRIT S2SESESESESESESRSESESSESOSESBSESRS 


initiatique «- 


Prix $1.66: —— 
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Address all Copy, Questions, and Correspondence 
for thisDepartment to 
ISABEL B. HOLBROOK, 65 Vernon St., Rockland, Mass. 





CONCERNING THINGS ANCIENT | recent archeological expeditions and 
——_-— the results displayed on the bizarre 
(Continued ) pages of some of our big weeklies.) 
Continuing our cruise among the! These tablets recite the Story of 
beliefs of various races, let us depart Creation, of religious traditions, etc., 
from those of the primitive people of etc., and one of them preserves this 
Oceania, where we have been voyag-|epic of Gilgamish. 
ing, and make our present ‘port of| He is said to have been two-thirds 
eall’ that of ancient Babylon. divine and one-third human. Now, 
The Babylonians believed in an no doubt this meant, to the common 
Underworld, but the fate of the dead | people, that he was of semi-divine 
therein seems to have been a_ very |lineage, an ancestry that ail early 
dreary one. kings were thought to possess, but, 
Gilgamish, King of Erich, in Bab-|to the more educated, this proportion 
ylonia, was evidently a real historical | of two-thirds and one-third conveyed 
character, upon whose life-history | the idea that only the body of man 
much legendary matter was later|was mundane and mortal, soul and 
collected. A set of tablets fcund in|spirit being immortal and divine. 
the ruins of Ninevah, and now in the Gilgamish was pictured very much 
British Museum, furnishes the|as King Solomon was in later days; 
authority for our story of him. The|he was a great builder, and _ over- 
date of the tablets themselves is|taxed his people to get the where- 
around 680 B. C., but they show that|withall to carry out his building 
the story itself is far older than that| plans. The people prayed to their 
and comes down from the early | particular great goddess to send them 
Sumerian period. (Knowledge of | some one who would control the king’s 
this period and corroborations of |oppression. The goddess answered by 
scriptural narratives concerning the|making a man of enormous strength 
same have just been increased by named Enkidu, but, alas! Gilgamish 
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and Enkidu became great friends, 
went through many strange ad- 
ventures together, in short became 
like David and Jonathan, and_ so 
things were worse than before. 

The wrath of the goddess, how- 
ever, caused Enkidu to die. Then 
the grief of Gilgamish was terrible 
to behold. As, in time, that sub- 
sided. a new terror began to oppress 
him, as he realized that he too must 
die. At this crisis he remembered 
that his ancestor Uta-Napishtim 
(whom we call Noah) and his wife 


The points of similarity in this 
story with those descriptions of Man's 
Journey to the West that we have 
already given are obvious: Trav- 
elling towards the West by way of 
the South, or earthly body; the 
dangers on the path; the Gate (7) 
at the West; the guardians of 
Scorpion-men. These are analogous 
to the Emu-men in the Australian 
story, and the Cock-legged demons 
of medieval fancy. Undoubtedly 
these monsters represent the signs of 
the zodiac fighting against the Sun, 


had been especially favored by the/as do the villians in the Masonic le- 
zods because they escaped the Deluge! gend. The Scorpion-man is clearly 


in the Ark, and had been transferred | 


to Paradise. Gilgamish therefore 
determined to seek them out in 


Paradise and get from them the: 


secret of Eternal Life. 

Accordingly he set out toward the 
West. 

On the way he had to face and 
overcome many dangers, but at length 
reached the mountain where the sun 
was supposed to set. The passes 
leading to this mountain were closely 
guarded by strange demons—the 
Scorpion-men — whose appearance 
was so fearsome that ordinary 
people died at the sight of them, and 
even mountains collapsed at a glance 
from their eyes. The Scorpion-men, 
however, recognized that two-thirds 
of Gilgamish was divine, so they 


received him kindly, and when he told, 


them of his quest warned him of 
great dangers ahead, and told him 
that his task was impossible for no 


SS Ge 





the sign Scorpio. The journey of 
twelve double hours no _ doubt 
represent the full passage of the sun 
through the houses, or signs, of the 
zodiae, and it is interesting to note, 
in relation to this, that the Chinese 
reckon the day as_ consisting of 
twelve double hour periods. 

Gilgamish refused to be turned 
aside on his journey and he went on, 
though the darkness around him 
constantly increased. At the end of 
the twelfth hour, nevertheless, he 
came out into broad daylight, and 
found himself in a pleasant garden. 
In this garden there grew the Tree 
of the Gods analogous to the Tree of 
Life in the Garden of Eden and 
similarly to the Peach-tree of Long 
Life, in the Hung ritual, which the 
Five Ancestors were admiring on the 
Isles of the Blest. 

But our hero finds here the Second 
Gate barring his advancement. It is 


man had ever been able to pass|the fortress of the goddess  Siduri- 


through the dark region of the 


Sabitu. Gilgamish advanced towards 


mountain, which required twelve,it, but the goddess barred the gates 


double hours to traverse. 


land told him that he looked like a 
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man who had been obliged to flee 
from his country because of some 
crime. He _ indignantly repudiated 
the charge, explained his object, and 
accounted for his woe-begone looks 
by the fact that he had lost a friend 
by death, and that the fear of his 
own death lay heavy upon him. He 
also threatened that if the goddess 
would not help him to go further on 
his journey he would break down the 
gates of her fortress. (This last 
brings in that curious custom of 
ancient days of threatening the gods 
if they would not heed the prayers of 
the suppliants. Even today, among 
primitive peoples, if the god refuses 
the petition, it is the custom to take 
out his statue from the temple and 
beat it.) 

The goddess strives to persuade 
Gilgamish to go no further, saying: 
“There is no passage most assuredly, 

O Gilgamish, 

And no one from the earliest times 
hath been able to cross the sea. 
The hero Shamash (the Sun God) hath 
indeed crossed it, but who save he 

could do so? 

The passage is hard and the journey 
difficult, 

And the Waters of Death which block 
the other end are deep; 

How then, Gilgamish, wilt thou he 
able to cross the Sea 

And when thou arrivest at the waters 
of Death what wilt thou do? 

But the goddess finally relented 
sufficiently to advise Gilgamish to go 
down to the seashore, which was in 
sight of the fortress, and find Ur- 
Shanabi (the steerman of the Ark, 
who survived the Deluge with Noah 
and, like him attained immortality) 


‘Romans 


who was there on the shore and ask 
him to take him across the sea in his 
boat. This Gilgamish did, the 
boatman first refused his request and 
strove to make him turn back, but 
finally he agreed to take him with 
him in his boat on condition that he 
would go with his axe into the forest 
and cut down a number of poles, each 
sixty cubits long. When he had done 
so and handed them over to the boat- 
man, the latter permitted him _ to 
come abroad his boat and begun the 
further journey. 

The cut poles was the fee for the 
boatman, in like manner to the fee 
of a coin which the Greeks and 
had to pay Charon for 
ferrying them across the Styx; the 
Romans always buried a coin with a 
man so that he could pay his fee, and 
it was long customary in Europe to 
close the eyes of the dead by placing 
on each eyelid a coin, usually a silver 
penny—and the custom is not extinct 
even today. The poles may also be a 
reminiscence of what was the bridge 
in the older traditions, or with the 
fallen tree in the Australian legend. 

In time they reached the edge of 
the Waters of Death, which the 
boatman warned Gilgamish not  to- 
touch with his hands. Meanwhile 
Uta-Napishtim from his own land 
had seen the boat approaching in the 
distance and noted its riding peculiar- 
ly low in the water because of its 
having a living man in it. (Compare 
Dante’s experience when in the boat 
of Charon.) 

So Uta-Napishtim went down to 
the seashore to be there when the 
boat landed and find out who the 
stranger was. He greeted Gilgamish, 
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asked him why he looked so sad and 
what had induced him to come such 
a long and dangerous journey. 
Gilgamish told him his story and 
then asked to be entrusted with the 
secret of Eternal Life. To this 
appeal he was given the statement 
that nothing on earth lasted for 
ever, that a man’s fate was fixed by 
the Gods, and none may foresee even 
the day of his death, much less escape 
from it. 

Gilgamish then asked that, if death 
was the fate of all, how came it that 
he Uta-Napishtim, was still alive. 
The latter explained that that 
privilege had been granted by the 
Gods when they destroyed the rest 
of the world in the great deluge. He 
related the Babylonian legend of the 
Flood (found on one of the tabiets 
mentioned) which is very similar to 
that given in the Bible, adding, how- 
ever, that, when the Ark had come 
to rest on dry land, a God went up 
to the ship, took him and his wife by 
the hand, and blessing them, said: 
“Formerly Uta-Napishtim was a man 
merely, now let him and his wife be 
like unto the gods. Uta-Napishtim 
shall dwell afar off, at the mouth of 
the waters,” 

Here, in this last statement, we 
find a bit of deep occultism. It is 
well, we believe, at this point, to 
drop for a moment the thread of our 
story and attempt its explanation. 

Turn to the Hung ritual and this 
same location—where Eternal Life is 
attained—is shown as “where three 
rivers meet” in One. Turn to _ the 
Bible and it opens with a description 
of that Garden wherein man is placed 
“to dress it and keep it” and we 








find it watered by four rivers, one as 
Source of the three, the Well of the 
Water of Life in the holy place of 
Upper Eden, or God Who is the Life 
and Substance of all things. 

Not without deep meaning and 
design is this symbolism of the One 
and the Three Rivers: 1. Pison, the 
stream which surrounds and encioses 
the agricuitural or mineral Earth, 
wherein lies gold, prosperity, ete.— 
The Body; 2. Gihon, signifying the 
vale of Purgation—The mundane 
Personality; 3. Hiddekel, “which 
goeth towards the East,” whose name 
means the Double Tongue of ‘Two 
Meaning's, the stream which rises 
from and flows back to the Land of 
Perfection—The Soul, taking its 
origin from God anterior to time and 
returning whence it cume individual- 
ized and perfected, holding converse 
with both heaven and earth; and 4 
Euphrates, flowing out of the North, 
the Power of the Pharaoh or Voice of 
Heaven, the oracle and Divine Will 
of the human system—The Monad, 
Mouth of the Waters, Who is Eternal 
Life. 

Students of Masonic esotericism, as 
concealed in its symbols, cannot 
possibly overstress this fundamental 
principle of the trinity, which, in 
manifestation, as our apron teaches, 
becomes fourfold. 

The Vision of the Wheel of Ezekiel 
rehearses the same lesson: ox for 
body, lion for the human personality, 
the angel, or man, for the soul, and 
the eagle for the monad. 

Coming back to our story of Gil- 
gamish: After meeting with his great 
ancestor in Paradise, and not learn- 
ing from him the secret of Eternal 





Life, Gilgamish was, however, told 
that, in order to find out how to ob- 
tain that life which he was seeking, 
he should not lay down to sleep for 
six days and seven nights. This he 
attempted to do, but, worn out with 
his long journey, failed in the test 
and fell asleep. 

So the wife of Uta-Napishtim gave 
him a supply of food—one loaf of 
bread for each day that he had siept 
—and her husband sent him back to 
earth. (Compare this with the 
Australian legend where the roasted 
snake was given to Yoonecara, also 
given by a woman—a peculiarity to 
be met with constantly in these 
symbolical narratives and_ rightly 
significant. ) 

Assuredly this Babylonian descrip- 
tion of a journey to Paradise in 
search of immortality nas many 
analogies with both the more ancient 
and, as well, the more mcdern rituals 
and legends. 

Before pulling up our anchor and 
drifting away from old Babylonia, 
two more observations are pertinent: 

1. In the Babylonian cylinder liter- 
ature we find the story also of Ishtar, 
“oldest of heaven and earth’, who 
descended each year, according to the 
legend, into the Underworld in search 
of her lost love, Damuzi. As a result 
of his death, who represented the 
Spirit of Vegetation, animals and 
plants had failed to reproduce their 
species. The situation was so very 
serious that Ishtar penetrates into 
the world of the dead to seek and 
liberate him. She passed through 
the seven gates of the Underworld, at 
each of which she was compelied to 
pay a fee to the Warden of the Gate, 
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which consisted of one of her 
garments, till she arrived before the 
Queen of the Underworld stark 
naked. But, in spite of her sacrifices 
and her pleadings, the Queen refused 
to release Damuzi and _ poured 
contempt upon Ishtar. Fortunately, 
at this point, a messenger bearing a 
command from the High Gods arrived 
and compelled the Queen of the 
Underworld to sprinkle both Ishtar 
and Damuzi with the Water of Life 
so that they might return together to 
the upper world. 

Here we see, easily in spite of 
variations, the same _ story and 
“truths” as the Greek tradition of 
Proserpina, Ceres, and Pluto, which 
formed the frame-work for the ritual 
of the famous Eleusinian School of 
the Mysteries. And the keeping of 
our modern Easter-time is but a 
survival and revival of this concep- 
tion of antiquity; our very word 
“Easter” is derived from this word 
“Ishtar.” 

We must remember that Ishtar, 
Ashteroth, Isis, Venus, Mylitta, Eve, 
ete., etc., are identical; they are the 
“Mothers of all living” and “of the 
Gods”; they represent the Lunar- 
Goddess. Similarly—cosmicaliy and 
astronomically—all the male gods are 
Sun-Gods: Osiris, Adonis, Apollo, 
Ormazd, Ashur, Marduk, etc., etc. 

2. Under the name of Marduk, the 
King of Babylon, throughout many 
reigns of rulers, had each year to 
take part in a ritual drama, wherein, 
supposedly, he had to pass into the 
Underworld, go through many 
experiences there, to be finaliy rescued 
therefrom. From what has_ been 
preserved upon the ancient tablets, 
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part of the ritual was known only to 
the initiated, and certain parts of the 
drama given only under strictest 
secrecy. 

We close this installment by some 
detached—but we believe appropriate 
—parts of a poem to be found in 
“Studies in the Lesser Mysteries” by 
F. G. Montagu Powell, there entitled 


“Vision”, but without the author’s 
name: 
eS ine I would learn 


The secret of the soul’s return, 
The surety of the great arrival, 
The far-off goal of all man’s striving. 


@ ‘ee 6 ett 6 6 es 8 eee e+ 66}! CC COC OO SA Oe Se Oe 68 8 6 80'S 


“Man opened wondering eyes, and saw 
The shadows flying from immortal 
hills, 
And for one glorious heart-beat heard 
A distant echo of the Word. 

So thin the veil is, when he wills 
To rise above the stringent Law 
Which in the ancient days was made 

As a defence from Truth’s consum- 
ing flame 
For him; whose birthright, greater 
far 
Than all the angels’ glories are, 
Centres about a secret Name; 
Which, when Life’s corner-stone 
was laid 
Was graven with a hidden art 
Upon his heart, 
And written also 
duplicate 
Upon the _ white 
Temple gate. 


in transparent 


stone by the 


“Hold fast the age-long clue whose 
spirals ran 

So far, thou mayst not see where 
they began; 


Lost in the mists of time they lie. 


But follow through the grave, the 
womb, 

O’er mountain peaks, in chasms’ 
gloom; 


For where the turrets of Eternity 
In changeless beauty stand, 
The end rests, in God’s hand. 


2. 8a. 2" 2-8 CUS 8 8: 0 26s Ve Ss 


“So holding now the clue, I rose and 
went 
About the common tasks of every 
day 
Full of a grave content, 
A deep trust that the Way, 
Veiled or revealed, is His, and that 


our feet 
Though they may err, can never 
stray 
Beyond the appointed term, where 


they must turn again, 
In joy or pain; 
And slowly climbing, rise 
To their appointed place above the 
stars. 


‘Thus, full of thoughts most sweet, 


I gained fresh courage, and I on- 
ward trod, 
Serene, in God.” 
(To be continued) 


POPULARITY OF “MASONIC 
READER’S GUIDE” CONTINUES 


A happy thought on the part of a 
Masonic student is responsible for a 
small brochure which has now reached 
its fifth edition, and has grown into 
a 40-page booklet. Two years ago it 
occurred to Brother J. Hugo Tatsch, 
P.M., to write out a descriptive list 
of available Masonic books, arranged 
under suitable headings, so that a 


}beginner in Freemasonry might have 
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something to aid him in search for 
further light. “A Reader’s Guide to 
Masonic Literature” was the result. 
Four editions of a 32-page booklet 
were printed in rapid succession; a 
fifth edition, enlarged to 40 pages, 
has just been printed and is available 
without cost to any interested 
inguirer. More than 22,000 copies 
have been distributed since its first 
publication. 

Brother Tatsch made 
examination of a large number of 
Masonic books, from which he 
selected titles which were typical or 
representative of various topics, suck 
as general history, American and 
Canadian history, biography, ethics 
and philosophy, ancient mysteries, 
symbolism, ritual, mysticism, juris- 
prudence, fiction and miscellaneous 
topics. He also provided tities of 
reference works, monitors, handbooks, 
books on Royal Arch, Cryptic, Knight 
Templar and Scottish Rite Masonry. 
The leading research lodges of the 
United States and England were 
listed, and recommendations made for 
Masonic students to subscribe to their 
local Craft periodicals. A few non- 
Masonic books having Masonic 
references are included. The brochure 
suggests that sick committees use 
books for gifts to brethren ill at 
home or in_ hospitals—a happy 
suggestion which the brethren will 
appreciate, for a book serves as a 
lasting reminder long after’ the 
occasion for the gift itself has passed. 

Brethren interested in having a 
copy of the Masonic Reader’s Guide 
can obtain it free by writing to the 
Macoy Publishing & Masonic Supply 
Co., 35 West 32nd St., 


a carefv' 


New York|vows they are 


City, N.Y. This firm will also issue 
the book in quantities to lodges which 
would like to have it for presentation 
to newly raised candidates as a guide 
for further study in the history, lore 
and symbolism of the Fraternity. A 
number of Grand Lodge educational 
agencies have availed themselves of 
the volume for this specific purpose. 


TODAY AND YESTERDAY 


The following extracts from the 
minutes of the Grand Lodge of 
Massachusetts, F. and A. M., com- 
pared with what is happening to day, 
make interesting reading. Co-Masons 
need not fear for the future. 

Page 23 of the Proceedings of 
the Grand Lodge of Massachus- 
etts for 1871 we find the follow- 
ing address of William Sewell 
Gardner W. Grand Master. 

“An attempt has been made_ to 
organize in Massachusetts an Order 
of what is termed Female Masonry 
—under the designation of the 
Eastern Star. Following the prece- 
dents established by two of my pre- 
decessors in Office I have decided that 
the Order is not a Branch of the 
Institution of Freemasonry and has 
no connection with it. Lodges have 
been forbidden any connection and 
have been instructed to deny the use 
of their Lodge rooms to this anomal- 
ous organization. It is contrarv to 
one great fundamental Landmark of 
the craft and those who are seeking 
to propagate this Order either in 


Massachusetts or elsewhere, are act- 
ing in violation of their Solemn Obli- 
gations as Masons, or if true to their 
practicing a most 
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contemptible imposition upon those] week F. and A. Masons of Mass- 
women whom they seduce into their|achusetts installed the Officers of 
Lodges. No such organization as this} Mansfeld Chapter O. E. S. and the 
can exist without lowering the High| Officers in neighboring towns are 
Standard of Our Institution and De-|being installed by them. They have 
basing and Corrupting the Truej|let the bars down for the Ladies, 
sources of Masonic Charity. What-|after all. Only yesterday a woman 
ever may be the success of Female| was carried to the grave by six Past 
Masonry in other jurisdictions, let it} Masters of St. James Lodge F. and A. 
not be said that the Brotherhood in| M. of Mansfield acting as Bearers. 
this Con:monwealth have encouraged | Some change! 
it or given it a safe Harbor within! Bro. X. speaks of the Anti-Masonic 
the confines of Massachusetts. The} people of Chicago. I have a copy of 
Men who aid this Organization stand|the Christian Cynosure of 1875 and 
condernned as traitors or as Im-jthe Anti-Masons Bulletin of 1836. 
posters before an Enlightened Craft.| Warm times then. Ezra Cook had a 
March A. L. 5871. publishing house in River’ Street, 
At the following Grand Lodge| Chicago. He printed rituals by the 
Communication, the Committee on/thousands and they were true to the 
Androgynal Lodges made the follow- | letter, would be as accurate as Exce 
ing report (see page 259). Orient, King Solomon, Cypher Work. 
The subject brought before the | They were purchased by Masons to 
Grand Lodge at the last March meet-|keep themselves from getting rusty. 
ing on Lodges of both sexes claiming | And Cook kept them up to date. The 
affiliation. This would be a Depart-|Campbellites, Methodists, Lutherans, 
ure from Our Ancient Landmarks.| Presbyterians were severe on secret 
Whatever may be known of solitary | societies. Agents of the Devil, one 
instances during the past Ages, that | of my old neighbors calls the Masons. 
Freemasonry has _ existed, It is|Rum-sellers and Democrats were his 
certain that in an established rule| pet names for them. Well, the times 
this peculiar institution is for Men|have changed. I wish you all success 
only and until Men cease to be Men/for your Body. 
and Women shall in their stead 
become Architects, Builders and 
Artisans, let us adhere to the Maxin. 
We are not willing to change the 
Laws of Freemasonry. 
G. Washington Warren 
Charles W. Moore, 
S. Y. Bowman 
Committee 


THE TWO-FOLD PURPOSE 
OF MASONRY 


Extracts from a lecture with the above 
title delivered by the V. Ill. Bro. 
G. S. Arundale, 33°, at Lodge 
Venetia No. 912. Reprinted from 
THE BULLETIN of the British 


EEE ee 


Dec. 18, A. L. 5871. Federation. 
What a change, writes Bro. W. G. —_—_—_——. 
Davis, under date of Nov. 7. Last’ ......... You must use your Ma- 
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sonic words to regenerate the polities; women work together. 


of the world. For what purposes 
are you Masons but to do that? For 
what are you here? For what have 
you joined our Order? Merely to 
indulge in amusement, merely to 
interest yourselves intellectually o1 
emotionally in the ceremonial aspect 
of life? That is almost a _ selfish- 
ness and a degradation of Masonry. 
You are here to learn to use the 
powers of life, the powers which 
have been handed down from time 
immemorial, power which descends 
from the mighty mountain and irri- 
gates, if we will, the valleys in which 
we live. Each one of you is a 
potential channel to give out inte 
the world—not necessarily physical, 
not necessarily by way of addressing 
meetings, of becoming a public force, 
but by way of sending out your 
wisdom, your strength and your 
rhythm to change governments and 
to change peoples. You can do it at 
home; you can do it sitting in your 
armchair. But if you are to do it 
you must be positive Masons, full of 
your Masonry. feeling your Masonry 
to be splendidly life-giving, so that 
you go to your Lodges, attend your 
meetings, not as those who are a- 
sleep and who watch a ceremony 
from which they are far away, but 
first as participants and second as 
recipients of the life, so that you 
may be full of it and change _ the 
world with it. So out of our Co- 
Masonry shall come great changes in 
national and international life. I say, 
out of our Co-Masonry, because we 
realize that there can be no effective 
so-ial organization, no effective po- 
lity in the future, unless men and 
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We in our 
Order realize that. We as men and 
women must work together. 

LBiggte When we come to Masony 
as Mystery we come to Masonry as 
a great science of life no less than a 
religion, no less than any great 
philosopny, no less than any science 
We need not have a religion if we 
happen to be Masons. Masonry 
gives us the science of life and the 
great landmarks on the one universal 
ladder of evolution, which various 
religions and various’ philosophies 
and various sciences describe and 
depict in varying terms. Each degree 
in Masonry is a landmark; each de- 
gree in Masonry is a rung of the 
great ladder of evolution; and while 
in our ordinary Masonic procedure 
inevitably we can only pass trom one 
rung to another symbolically, in fact 
we must realize the nature of each 
rung as Masonry discloses it to us, 
and be sure that our feet are firmly 
set on that round before we seek to 
lift our footsteps to the one beyond. 





IN MEMORIAN 
Bro. Katherine Hansen of Lodge 
397, Seattle, passed away Sunday, 
December 13, 1931. She will be 
greatly missed in her Lodge. 


Bro. Ella W. Rebes passed away on 
the 5th of January, 1932. Our San 
Francisco Lodge has lost a most 
valuable worker and brother. 


Our Des Moines Lodge held a 
banquet on the 13th of January after 
the installation of officers and donated 
$325 to our Home Fund. 
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A NEW BOOK FOR MASONS 


When one considers that more than 
one hundred thousand books have 
been printed on Freemasonry and 
closely related topics, it is surprising 
that anything new can be produced. 
Yet this feat has been accomplished 
by Brother Carl H. Claudy in his 
recently published “Introduction to 
Freemasonry,” a book of 192 pages 
arranged in three sections covering 
the E.A., F.C. and MM. degrees in a 
manner which both the new and the 
old Mason will enjoy. The book is a 
delight to the new brother, and a 
revelation to the “old timer” who 
had to seek his information in devious 
channels, for in his day there were 
no schools and lodges of instruction, 
nor did the officers themselves always 
know the essential facts of Masonic 
symbolism and interpretation. 

Claudy’s “Introduction to Freema- 
sonry” tells ‘in plain and simple 
language the essential details of Ma- 
sonic organization, ancient usages 
and customs, history, law, landmarks, 
powers and duties of the Grand 
Lodge, Grand Masters, the Worship- 
ful Master, the Wardens, and so on. 
It answers the hundreds of questions 
which Freemasons naturally ask 
when taking the degrees, and thus 
brings needed information to the 
seeker and aids the instructor in 
replying intelligently to the hundreds 
of queries which only a new enthus- 
iastic Mason can think of. 

Ten thousand copies of this new 
book were sold before publication, as 
the Grand Lodges of Massachusetts 
and New Jersey bought five thousand 
sets each for presentation to newly 








admitted brethren. For such the 
work is available in three single 
pocket-size volumes, one for each 
degree; but for the Mason who has 
already taken his work, the sinzgie 
volume edition is recommended. It is 
in larger format and measures up in 
size and bulk to the other standard 
Masonic volumes which every well- 
informed Mason must have. 

Fither the single or three volume 
edition can be had from the Macoy 
Publishing & Masonic Supply Co., 35 
West 32nd St., New York City, N. Y.., 
for $2.00 postpaid. The single volume 
edition will be shipped unless the 
other is specifically ordered. <A 
descriptive circular will be sent to 
inquirers upon request, together with 
a free copy of “A Reader’s Guide to 
Masonic Literature,” which lists and 
describes more than one _ hundred 
Masonic books of enduring worth. 


The President of the Federation will 
attend the February and March meet- 
ings of Lodge 301, Charleroi; the 
February meeting of Lodge 6516 
Pittsburgh; a meeting of the Cleve- 
land Lodge No. 306 about March 15; 
meetings in Columbus March 17; a 
meeting of Rose Croix Lodge No. 
373, Chicago, March 19th; a regional 
meeting in Chicago March 20; from 
Chicago he will go to Southern Illi- 
nois where he will attend a regional 
meeting at Centralia and probably 
visit some of the other Lodges. He 
will call for mail at the General 
Delivery, in Columbus, in Chicago 
and in Centralia. 
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The Grand Lodge of Missouri 


of the Republic of Uruguay, 2 circular 


seems to be troubled with members | announcing that an agreement has 


who try to use their Masonry for 
commercial or political purposes. The 
practice was severely condemned by 
the Grand Master in his message to 
Grand Lodge. He was called upon, 
during his term of office, to make a 
decision in a singular case. It ap- 
pears that a member of a St. Louis 
Lodge was also a member in good 
standing of the Catholic Church when 
he died. His wife, a Catholic, 
requested the Lodge to perform Ma- 
sonic burial services at the undertak- 
ing parlors before the body was taken 
to the Catholic Church for funeral 
services and the Catholic priest was 
willing for that to be earried out 
while the Master of the Lodge op- 
posed the giving of the Masonic 
burial service. The Grand Master 
decided that the Lodge hold the Ma- 
sonic service for the deceased’s choice 
of his Church was his own business 
and the Masonic Fraternity ought not 
to allow a Catholic priest to be more 
liberal about a funeral than _ the 
Lodge. 

We have received from the Grand 
Chancellor of the Supreme Council 








been entered into between the said 
Supreme Council and the Grand. 
Lodge of Uruguay to the eifect that 
the Supreme Council recognizes the 
Grand Lodge as the only Masonic 
Power in Uruguay for the symbolic 
degrees, while the Grand Lodge 
recognizes the Supreme Council as 
the only regular power over the 
degrees from the 4th to the 35d. 

The agreement is signed by Dr. 
Raoul Barto 33 Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of Uruguay, Eduardo 
Vasquez 33 Sovereign Grand Com- 
mander of the Supreme Council and 
by the Grand Secretary and the Grand 
Chancelor. 

The address of the Supreme Council 
is Arenal Grande 1777 Montevideo, 
Uruguay. 


THE 1933 GENERAL ASSEMBLY 


Hunyadi Lodge, Chicago, at its 
regular meeting of November 22, 
favored holding the General Assembly 
in Chicago. The Lodge extends a 
most hearty and cordial invitation to 
the General Assembly to meet in 
Chicago and hopes that the fina) 
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decision will be for this city. 

Lodge 550, Berkeley, by a unani- 
mous vote, favored holding the 1933 
General Assembly in Larkspur. 

Lodge 356, Centralia, Ill., following 
the decision of the Regional Conven- 
tion, decided at its December meeting 
to favor holding the 1933 General 
Assembly in Chicago. The members 
felt that holding a convention in 
Chicago would show the world that 
the city is not as bad as generally 
pictured and then that it would be a 
great honor to the Illinois Lodges to 
have the meeting in their State. 

Unity Lodge No. 359, and Free- 
thinkers’ Lodge No. 546, Oakland, 
Calif., favor holding the General 
Assembly in Chicazo. 

Chapter 46, Centralia, Royalton, 
Christopher and Herrin, favor holding 
the 1933 General Assembly in 
Chicago. 


A MEANING OF MASONRY 


Questioning myself on what Ma- 
sonry meant to me after having been 
raised to the Master degree Nov. 24, 
1930. The words, 

His Wisdom is Infinite. 
His Strength is Omnipotent. 
His Beauty adorns the world. 

And then came the thought of 
Oneness with all Wisdom, all Strength 
and all Beauty. And then I saw as 
in a vision that Mystic army of Ma- 
sons all over the world, building 
without sound of hammer or saw his 
portion of the Mighty Temple of God, 
or Humanity, for Humanity is only 
God in expression. Then I looked a 


little closer, and I saw a wee golden 


of that Mystic Army, higher and 
nigher until finally all were united 
forming a mighty cable reaching up- 
ward far beyond my vision. And 
then came the vision of the members 
of this mighty army, stript bare of 
all complacency, of all that the world 
usually considers marks of success, 
saw them stript until only the bone 
and sinews of these bodies indissolu- 
bly linked to each other, forming the 
great structure of the Universe. And 
then I saw how powerless each one 
is standing alone. How necessary it 
is for us to realize that conscious 
Mystic Union of Brotherhood, where 
each meniber stands shoulder to 
shoulder in the mighty army,  per- 
forming his labors without flinching 
or swerving from what to him is his 
highest ideal. Every stone is necess- 
ary. The cannot be 
completed, until every stone has 


structure 


become a perfect stone, set in its 
proper place, in the body of the Great 
Architect of the Universe. 

This has helped me so much in 
realizing the Oneness of all Life, 
that every soul must become a 
perfected part in the Divine Temple. 
That no difference how far apart we 
were in our ideas we were only just 
that far on Life’s pathway: Our 
ideas and our peculiarities only show 
the different grades we have passed. 
The thought of separateness left me, 
and I had so much better conception 
of humanity as forming the One 


thread, reaching from every member : Being. 
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Washington was initiated in 1752, 
in the Ledge of Fredericksburg. 
Virginia, and the records of that 
| ne = Lodge, still in existence, present the 
v4 ¥. following entries on the subject: 

“Nov. 4, 1752. This evening Mr. 
D eS George Washington was initiated as 
ea — an E. A.; and the receipt of the 
Be entrance fee, amounting to £2,3s. is 
acknowledged. 

On the 3d of March in the foliow- 
ing year “Mr. George Washington” 
is recorded as having been passed a 
Fellow-Craft; and on the 4th of the 
succeeding August, the record of the 
transactions of the evening states 





SA 
Co 





“ 


GRORGE WASHINGTON that “Mr. George Washington’, and 

——_——. others whose names are mentioned, 

The name of Washington claims a| have been raised to the sublime degree 
place in Masonic biography not be-| of Master Mason. 


cause of any service he has pein For five years after his initiation 
to the Institution either as a worker|he was engaged in active military 
or as a writer, but because the fact|service, and it is not likely that 
of his connection with the Craft is a|during that period his attendance on 
source of pride to every American|the communications of the Lodge 
Mason, at least, as it enables them to|could have been frequent. Some 
eall the “Father of his Country” a! English writers have asserted that he 
brother. There is yet another yeason.| was made a Mason during the old 
While the friends of the Institution | French War in a military Lodge 
have felt that the adhesion to it of attached to the 46th Regiment. The 
a man so eminent of virtue was a_/ Bible on which he is said to have been 
proof of its moral and _ religious | initiated is still in existence, although 
character, the opponents of Masonry, the Lodge was many years ago 
being forced to admit the conclusion | dissolved at Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
have sought to deny the _ premises,| The records of the Lodge are or were 
and even if compelled to admit the | not long since, extant, and furnish the 
fact of Washington’s initiation, have | evidence that Washington was there 
persistently asserted that he never|and received some Masonic degree. 
took any interest in it, disapproved | It is equally clear that he was 
of its spirit, and at an early period initiated in Fredericksburg Lodge for 
of its life abandoned it. The truth | the record is still in the possession of 
of history require that these mis-|the Lodge. 
statements be met by a brief recital Three methods have been adopted 
of his Masonic career. ‘to reconcile this apparent discrepancy. 
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Bro. Hayden in his work on Washing- 
ton and his Masonic Composers, 
page 31, suggests that an Obligation 
had been administered to him as a 
test-oath when visiting the Lodge or 
that the Lodge deeming the Author- 
ity under which he lad been made 
insufficient, had required him to be 
healed and reobligated. Neither of 
these attempts to solve the difficulty 
appears to have any plausibility. 

Bro. C. W. Moore of Massachusetts 
in the Freemasons Monthly (Vol. XI, 
page 261) suggests that, as it was 
then the custom to confer the Mark 
degree as a side degree in Master’s 
Lodges, and as it has been proved 
that Washington was in possession 
of that degree, he may have received 
it in Lodge No. 227, attached to the 
46th Regiment. This certainly 
presents a more satisfactory explana- 
tion than either of those offered by 
Bro. Hayden. 

The connection of Washington with 
the military Lodge will serve as some 
confirmation of the tradition that he 
was attentive to Masonic duties dur- 
ing the five years from 1753 to 1758, 
when he was engaged in military 
service. : 

There is ample evidence that during 
the revolutionary war, while he was 
Commander-in-Chief of the armies, 
he was a frequent attendant on the 
meetings of Military Lodges. Some 
years avo, Captain Hugh Malloy, a 
revolutionary veteran then residing 
in Ohio, declared that on one of these 
occasions he was initiated in Wash- 
ington’s Marquee, the Chief himself 
presiding at the Ceremony. Bro. 
Scott, a P. G. M. of the Virginia 
asserted that Washington was in 
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frequent attendance on the Commun- 
ications of the brethren. The propo- 
sition to elect him Grand Master of 
the United States as will be here- 
after seen, affords a strong presump- 
tion that his name as a Mason had 
become familiar to the Craft. 

In 1777, the Convention of Virginia 
Lodges recommended Washington as 
the most proper person to be elected 
Grand Master of the Independent 
Grand Lodge of that Commonwealth. 
Dove has given in his text-book the 
complete record of the Convention; 
and there is therefore no doubt that 
the nomination was made. It was, 
however, declined by Washington. 

Soon after the beginning of the 
revolution a disposition was mani- 
fested among American Masons. to 
dissever their connection as subord- 
inates with the Masonic Authorities 
of the Mother Country and in several 
of the newly erected States the 
Provincial Grand Lodges assumed an 
independent character. The idea of 
a Grand Master of the whole United 
States had also become popular. On 
February 7, 1780, a Convention of 
delegates from the Military Lodges 
in the Army was held at Morristown, 
New Jersey, when an address to the 
Grand Master in the various States 
was adopted, recommending the 
establishment of “one Grand Lodge 
in America”, and the election of a 


Grand Master. This address was 
sent to the Grand Lodges of 
Massachusetts, Pennsylvania and 


Virginia; and although the name of 
Washington is not mentioned in it 
those Grand Lodges were notified that 
he was the first choice of the 
brethren who had framed it. 
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While these proceedings were in 
progress, the Grand Lodge of 
Pennsylvania had taken action on 
the same subject. On January 13, 
1780, it had held a session and_ it 
was unanimously declared that it 
was for the benefit of Masonry that 
“a Grand Master of Masons through- 
out the United States” should be 
nominated; whereupon, with equal 
unanimity, General Washington was 
elected to the office. It was then 
ordered that the minutes of the 
election be transmitted to the differ- 
ent Grand Lodges in the United 
States and their concurrence therein 
be requested. The Grand Lodge of 
Massachusetts doubting the exped- 


iency of electing a General Grand 
Master, declined to come to any 
determination on the question, 


and so the subject was dropped. 
This will correct the error into 
which many foreign Grand Lodges 
and Masonic writers have fallen, of 
supposing that Washington was ever 
a Grand Master of the United States. 
The error was strengthened by a 
medal contained in Merzdorf’s Medals 
of the Fraternity of Freemasons, 
which the editor states was struck 
by the Lodges of Pennsylvania. This 
statement is however liable to create 
doubt. The date of the medal is 
1797. On the obverse is a likening 
of Washington, with the device, 
‘Washington, President 1797.” On the 
reverse is a tracing-board and _ the 
device “Amor, Honor, et Justitia. G. 
W. G. G. M.” French and German 
Masonic historians have been deceived 
by this medal and refer to it as their 
authority for asserting that Wash- 
ington was a Grand Master. Lenning 
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and Thory, for instance place the 
date of his election to that office in 
the year in which the medal was 
struck. More recent European 
writers, however, directed by the 
researches of American authorities, 
have discovered and corrected the 
mistake.—Prepared from Vol. 11. of 
Mackey’s Encyclopedia by C. P. 
(To be continued). 


GREAT PHILOSOPHERS 


In our ritual of the second degree 
nine great philosophers are 
mentioned. Bro. Passmore, R. W. 
M. of our Hollywood Lodge thought 
it would be of interest to members to 
know something of the life and work 
of these great men in order to under- 
stand why they were mentioned in 
our ritual. Bro. Brinkley read a 
paper oa Plato; Bro. Orlow one on 
Pythagoras and Bro. Williams one 
on Lycurgus. All were interesting 
and will appear in the Co-Mason. 
Bro. Passmore gave a short history 
sketch of the following six which 
follows. The second degree seems 
to mean too little to many. It is 
certain that if all would study the 
lives and works of these great ones 
they would realize why in the second 
degree the arts, sciences, geometry, 
etc. are so strongly stressed as being 
essential to our lives. 


ANAXAGORAS, 

a famous Greek philosopher ot the 
Tonic school, born at Clazomenae in 
500 B.C. He explained and advanced 
physical science. In philosophy, he 


taught that the universe is regulated 
and 


by an_ eternal = self-existent 
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him mind; matter he seems to have 
asserted to be eternal, what is called 
generation and _ destruction being 
merely the temporary union and 
separation of ever existing elements; 
he disproved the doctrine that things 
may have arisen by chance. Anax- 
agoras contended for the supreme 
government of one God, but 
acknowledged that he was unable to 
comprehend His nature. Fragments 
of his “Treatise on Nature” are still 
in existence. He died in 428 B.C. 
ARCHIMEDES, 

the most famous of ancient mathe- 
maticians, was a native of Syracuse. 
He possessed equal knowledge of the 
sciences of astronomy, geometry, 
hydrostatics, mechanics and _ optics. 
Among his inventions were the com- 
bination of pulleys for lifting heavy 
weights, the revolving screw, and 2 
spherical representation of the motion 
of the heavenly bodies. When 
Syracuse was taken by storm Archi- 
medes was killed (212 B.C.) His 
burial place was afterward discovered 


infinitely powerful principle called a a ee a 


by Cicero. Nine of the works of 
Archimedes have descended to 
posterity. 
THALES, 


the earliest of the Greek philoso- 
phers, called the father of philosophy; 
born in Miletus 640 B.C. He was the 
founder of the Ionic school, one of 
the chief sources of Grecian philoso- 
phy. He visited Egypt for instruc- 
tion in the sciences professed by the 
priesthood. Besides abstract philo- 
sophy, he studied geometry and 
astronomy, and tradition credits him’ 
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with predicting a solar welioed His 
ancient biographers mention among 
his services to astronomy a calcula- 
tion of the length of the year, and of 
the interval between solstices and 
equinoxes. He left nothing in writing. 
He died about 550 B.C. 


MINOS, 

in Greek mythology, a ruler of 
Crete. During his lifetime he was 
celebrated as a wise lawgiver and 


after his death he was made one of 


the judges of the infernal world. 


SOLON; 
one of the seven sages of Greece, 
and the celebrated legislator of 


Athens; born in Salamis, in the 7th 
century B.C. After having enhanced 
the glory of his country by recovering 
Salamis, he was chosen archon 594 
B. C., and having received full power 
to do whatever he judged needful, he 
set himself to the task of improving 
the condition of his countrymen. He 
abolished most of the crue! laws of 
Draco. and formed a new constitution 
founded on the principle of making 
property, not birth, the title to the 
honors and offices of the State. He 
made many special laws also relating 
to trade and commerce, marriage, 
disposition of property by will, etc., 
caused them to be engraved on wooden 
cylinders and is said to have bound 
the Athenians by an oath not to make 
any changes in his code for ten 
years. He then left the country, to 
avoid being obliged to make any 
alteration in them and visited Egypt, 
Cyprus and Lydia. On his return 
after an absence of ten years, he 
found the State torn by party 





THE AMERICAN CO-MASON 


violence, and his kinsman Pisistratus 
aiming at the sovereignty, which he 
soon seized. Solon then withdrew 
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and its glory. 
Masonry has thirty-three degrees. 
These degrees represent the twelve 





from public life and is supposed to!) sions of the Zodiac, namely, Aries, 
have died at the age of 80, about 558 ‘Taurus, Geminii, Cancer, Leo, Virgo, 


B.C. 


ZALEUCUS, 

a Greek legislator; the first to 
codify written laws. The traditional 
lawgiver of Italy in about 700 B.C. 


THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE 
by 
May C. Seward, 3° 


Masonry does not mean anything 
to us unless we can read the meaning 
of its symbols. Its rituals are the 
bony structure over which we must 
weave the vibrant flesh; and unless 
we can read the symbols, see under- 
neath each action in the ritual the 
underlying principle which is intended 
to be conveyed, we will get but little 
out of it. True, it is said that the 
soul delights in ritualism, that the 
rituals themselves are uplifting to 
the soul sense, which sooner or later 
must be brought to our objective 
conciousness; but if we can work with 


Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricorn, 
Aquarius and Pisces; the ten planets, 
|namely, Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, 
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, and 
the Sun and Moon, (these Luminaries 


are regarded as planets); and _ the 
ten integers. These are: 
1. The Absolute, out of which 


comes everything else. 

2. Representing polarity or dual- 
ity, or the positive and negative 
‘phase of creation, or the male and 
ifemale principles. 

3. Representing union of forces or 
Trinity, God the Creator, God _ the 
Preserver, and God, the Destroyer. 
(He destroys in order to create, for 
there is no construction without de- 
struction.) 

4. Represents the square. It is the 
leveler and squares al] accounts. 
Hence, it represents result of action. 

5. Represents a five pointed-star. 
It also represents man, God’s master- 
piece on earth. 

6. Represents two tri-angles, one 


a conscious understanding, just a little | with the apex up and the base down, 
true knowledge, soon the whole world , representing man’s ascent into per- 
becomes to us one huge piece of Ma- fection; and the other, the reverse of 


sonry, with God, the Great Architect, | 
the Master Builder. 

The Universe is King Solomon’s 
Temple, and men have sought to 
vision this Temple in such concrete 
form as to build temples of stone 
and brick, and granite and marble, 
that the human eye might see and the 
human mind might conceive some- 


thing of the mighty plan, its grandeur | number. 


it, representing man’s descent into 
matter, as at birth, man is born lheac 
first. 

7. Represents seven seals, seven 
Chakras, and seven fold constitution 
of man. 

8. Represents balance as it is the 
number of the cube. 

9. Represents the highest single 
All the numbers preceding 
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it are found in it. 

10. Represents the complete cycle 
or continuation of life. These how- 
ever add only thirty-two, and it takes 
the Grand Master of the Universe to 
bind all and make the thirty-tnird 
decree. 

But the Temple each one of us is 
here to build is the Tempie of our 
individual soul. The work is our 
own, and no other can do it for us; 
but the Great Architect gave to each 
one of us a portion of His Divine 
Self, to be our Great Architect, to 
labor continually with us, that we 
may see and know the Divine Plan, 
and as we are able to realize that the 
Spirit, The Divine Spark, is the 
Master Builder, the Great Architect, 
do we begin to consciously build our 
Temple, which is one of the parts of 
the Divine Temple. 

We are told to study Nature, for 
she is an emanation of Deity. As 
the Universe is the outpicturing of the 
Divine Architect, so man and _ his 
environment is the outpicturing of 
his efforts in building the human 
body, which enshrines and individual- 
izes the Holy Spirit within. 

I remember thinking when I was a 
child about ten or eleven years old, 
that we had laws which seemed to 
me must cover everything, except the 
law of Life; that we seemed to come 
into the world in a sort of hit and 
miss fashion, go through it and again 
pass out in the same manner; that 
the law of Life which should be to us 
the most vital, was the most obscure. 
The laws of the land were written 
upon our statute books, with their 
do’s and don’ts and penalties, but the 
law of Life seemed hidden, covered 


up with dogmas and creeds, until the 
real meaning and purpose of life 
seemed lost, covered up with words 
and allegories we were unable to 
understand. The meaning, the pur- 
pose, the next step in the building of 
the Mystic Temple, is that which was 
lost with the murder of Hiram Abiff. 

We should seek to correllate every 
portrayal of these Mystic experiences 
to something within ourselves. We 
are told that the three Ruffians 
correspond to Thought, Emotion and 
Desire. We see then that Mind is 
the instrument of the Master Builder, 
that Spark of Divinity within each 
one of us which brought us _ into 
Being, and builds without the sound 
of hammer or saw. The three 
Ruffians, Thought, Emotion and 
Desire, when uncontrolled, destroy 
everything that is good within the 
human form, but when disciplined and 
controlled, build the perfect man. 
When man comes into the  under- 
standing of the mighty power of 
thought, and that his thoughts are 
the only things with which he has to 
work, that his consciousness is to him 
his whole Universe, and that this 
center of consciousness is the center 
from which every Master Mason must 
work, then will he be able to build 
the Temple True. 

If we would study the Mighty 
Temple and seek to correlate it with 
the human form, we would begin 
correlating our Lodge Room with the 
seven-fold being of man, and_ the 
manner in which our officers. are 
related to it. 

Our Right Worshipful Master 
corresponds to the Divine Principle 
in man, the Spiritual Will, the Father, 
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the Divine Architect, Atma. It is a 
reat privilege and a great responsi- 
bility to become a Right Worshipful 
Master. A great privilege to become 
a chosen one through which the great 
Invisible Lodge can focus its mighty 
force and pour out enlightenment io 
those who have become conscious 
workmen in the Temple. A respons- 
ibility. for we take the first step in 
the dark, and must be guided to the 
Light, and that is a Right Worship- 
ful Master’s duty; and by the Light 
furnished us, we become Master 
Builders. 

The Senior Warden corresponds to 
Love, and love corresponds to the 
heart in the human body. How often 
we hear it said that the head and the 
heart must be balanced; and it is 
the duty of the Senior Warden to 
obey the Right Worshipful Master’s 
commands and to see that every 
brother has had his due. Justice, the 
heart and the head balanced. 

Then we have the Higher Intelli- 
gence or Higher Mind which corre- 
sponds to the Junior Warden, and the 
lower or human mind which corvre- 
spends to the Senior Deacon. Then 
the lower emotions which have their 


activity on the Astral plane are 
represented by the Junior Deacon. 
The Inner Guard represents’ the 


higher or etheric double, the one who 
has risen to the place where he has 
made the decision to return to _ the 
TFather’s House. 

And lastly we have the Tyler, which 
represents the dense physical body. 
Do any of vou realize the mighty 
principle which is meant to be con- 
veyed by the office of Tyler? We 
have given so little time, so _ little 


attention, so little thought to our 
physical bodies. We have taken them 
for granted, for they come to us 
from, we know not where; we wse 
them without knowing how to repair 
them or rebuild them; we do _ not 
know how to even treat them decent- 
ly, and when they will not stand our 
abuse any longer, we lay them away 
in the ground and associate them 
with the dust. 

But as the Outer Guard or Tyler 
stands at the door or Portal to keep 
out all eaves-droppers and cowans, 
ean we not liken the entrance to our 
Lodge, to the portal of the mind, and 
then is it not the duty of the Tyler 
to stand guard over our’ thoughts, 
and admit only those thoughts wi:ich 
come to us for our upliftment and 
our upbuilding? Remember, Thought, 
Emotion and Desire are the Trinity of 
action, and these are the only tools 
with which to build our Temple. 

And now we come to the Symbol- 
ism of our Altar, which corresponds 
to the Secret Place of the Most High: 
that sacred place which can be likened 
only to the Holy of Holies, whereon 
rests the Volume of Sacred Knowledge 
which is the Manna in the Wilder- 
ness; the Compasses to point the 
way, and the Square to teach us 
Right Thought, Right Speech and 
Right action; to square all our 
conduct. Jesus in the Aquarian 
Gospel speaks thus of the tools of the 
carpenter. 

“These tools remind me of the ones 
we handle in the work-shop of the 


mind, where things are made of 
thought, and where we build up 
character. We use the square to 
measure all our lines, to straighten 
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out the crooked places of the way, within; 

and make the corners of our conduct! Be Thou unto us an Inner Guard, and 

square. preserve our souls that desire to 
We use the Compass to draw circles; pass within the portal of Thy holy 

round our passions and desires to| mysteries; 

keep them in the bounds of righteous-| Be unto us the Younger Deacon, and 


ness. teach our wayward feet the true 
We use the ax to cut away the use-| and certain steps upon the path 

less and ungainly parts, and make) that leads to Thee; 

the character symmetrical. Be Thou also the Elder Deacon, and 


We use the hammer to drive home guide us up the steep and winding 
the truth, and pound it in until it is| stairway to Thy throne; 
a part of every part. Be unto us the Lesser Warden, and 
We use the plane to smooth the! in the meridian sunlight of our 
rough uneven surfaces of joints and| understanding speak tc us _ in 
block and board that go to build the sacraments that shall declare the 
Temple for the Truth. _ splendours of Thy unmanifested 
The chisel, line, the plummet and _ light; 
the saw, all have their uses in the Be Thou also unto us the Greater 
workshop of the mind. Warden, and in the awful hour of 
And then this ladder with its disappearing light, when vision 
trinity of steps, faith, hope and love;| fails and thought has no more 
on it, we climb up to the dome of | strength, be with us still, revealing 
purity in life. to us, aS we may bear them, the 
And on the twelve step ladder we| hidden mysteries of Thy shadow; 
ascend until we reach the pinnacle of | And so, through light and darkness, 
that which life is spent to build—_ raise us, Great Master, till we are 
The Temple of Perfected Man.” made one with Thee, in the un- 
(Presented before Helios Lodge,| speakable glory of Thy presence in 











360, Los Angeles. _ the East. 
So mote it be. 


A PRAYER AT LODGE —— W. L. Wilmshurst. 
O Sovereign and Most Worshipful om 
Master, who, in Thy infinite love CO-MASONIC NEWS 
and wisdom, hast devised our Order 
as a means to draw Thy children 
nearer Thee, and hast so ordained) Regional Deputy, Bro. Boido, with 
its Officers that they are emblems seven BB. representing the Bridge- 
of Thy seven-fold power; | port, Bellaire and Dillonvale Lodges, 
Be Thou unto us an Outer Guard and attended the meeting of Charleroi 
defend us from the perils that} Lodge on the 10th and all spoke 
beset us when we turn from that} words of encouragement to the first 
which is without to that which is) American Co-Masonic Lodge. 





|. CONCERNING GOD 
AND RELIGION. _ 


A MASON is obliged, by his tenure, 
to obey the moral Law; “and if he 


rightly understands the Art, he will | 


never be a stupid ATHEIST, nor an 
irreligious LIBERTINE, But though 


in ancient times MASONS were 


charged in every Country to be of the 
Religion of that Country or Nation, 








ceased to be a Center of Union. It is 
‘time to discard sectarianism and to re- 


turn to fundamental principles so as 
to unite people wino will otherwise re- 
main at a perpetual distance. . 


May Ga Macoury: ever remain free 
from disintegrating elements of re- 
ligious dogmatism and sectarianism 
as well as from the intolerance that 
would condemn any member for 


whatever it was, yet it is thought ‘practicing, in the profane world, a 
inere expedient only to oblige then: to | ‘religion of his choice. It will then tie 


that Religion in which all Men agree, abje to retain its International char- 
leaving their particular opinions to|,.ter and to become a powerful in- 


themselves; that is, to be good Men 
and true, or Men of Honour and 
Honesty, by whatever Denominations 


tinguished; whereby Masonry becomes 
the Center of Union, and the mesns 
of conciliating true Friendship among 
Persons that must have remained at a 
perpetual distance-—From Anderson’s 

‘onstitution of 1723. 


To the extent that Masons, in 
“arious countries, have departed from 
the above declaration, Masonry ‘as 


strument in disseminating and 
practicing the ideals of Universal 


; ate Broterhood. 
or Persuasions they may be dis- |- 


Conscience. are dethroned and Free- 


_|dom of Will i is lost. Let us pray. that 


such state. of affairs may never “pre- 


vail in the Co-Masonic_ Order. Every zx 
member must always” feel free in his- 


search for more Light. 





Wherever creeds and dopa. are 
adopted, and members are obliged to 
subscribe to them as the price of mem-- 
bership, . individual Reason. and 


Ls a a 
. at ov. I 
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The AMERICAN FEDERATION 
of HUMAN RIGHTS, Incorporated 
under the Federal Laws of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, holds a regular 
Charter from the Supreme Council of | 
International Co-Masonry with head- 
quarters in Paris, France. 


The Supreme Council has juris- 
diction over Co-Masonic Lodges in all 
parts of the World. 
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